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Act the exaggerated 
situation as if it’s REAL

YOU CANNOT BE 
AFRAID TO LOOK SILLY

Be brave enough to WAIT 
before misdirections

Don't forget to honor
THE SET-UP

It’s okay to forget lines if 
you play the moment

Invest in the SET-UP 
before the flip

Diction  
(speak clearly) Do not hide 

your face

NEVER QUIET 
(even when whispering or SOTTO)

Stillness makes 
‘moves’ FUNNIER

Surprise = FunnySurprise = Funny
Facial expressions as reactions 
(called 'takes') can be very effective 

Do NOT change the 
character or situation 

Think about what else the character 
might say. That way you’re ready 
when there’s an opportunity.

Show writers that 
you ‘get the joke’

CommitmentCommitment

HELP!

🔃 Short inhale 

🔃 Go to far... 

🔃 Run into the discovery  

🔃 Pause BLINK BLINK 

🔃 Keep tone through discovery

Techniques for "Flipping The 180"

Clean DeliveryClean Delivery

Improvisation Improvisation 

Master  
Misdirections

Master  
Misdirections

You cannot pull the rug out 
from underneath someone 
until you have first establish 
that they are standing on a 
rug.  
A 180° or MISDIRECTION only 
works when the audience was 
heading in a certain direction 
to begin with.

In comedy, some characters don’t get to 
win. Play “Loser” characters with bravery. 
Play against them with love. 

Learn how to make all your  
“comedy moves” subtle and dry also

Multicam allows for more 
physicality/slapstick

Use facial expressions as 
reactions (called 'takes')

Genre = SizeGenre = Size

Learn the power of the 
4th wall and try to use 
it for all eyeline 
choices. (Then break 
the rules creatively). 

Explore creative ways to use the audition 
environment. (The door, the chair, the 
camera, the reader, the producers, etc)

Do NOT change the 
character or situation 

Commit to the note and show them that 
you are in control of your instrument. 

A RE-DIRECT  
is a GIFT/TEST

From             to                       , comedy casting directors are looking 
for confident, creative collaborators. Don’t be a robot reading lines. 

Be engaging, surprising and fun!

Comedy Tools

by Japheth Gordon 

Comedy AuditionTechniquesComedy AuditionTechniques


