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SCENE SUMMARY 
 
It starts with Bassanio joking that Gratiano has terribly little to say, claiming that his friend’s 
wise remarks rarely make sense.  
 
Antonio asks Bassanio about the secret love that Bassanio is harboring. In reply, Bassanio 
admits that although he already owes Antonio a substantial sum of money from his earlier, 
more extravagant days, he has fallen in love with Portia, a rich heiress from Belmont, and 
hopes to win her heart by holding his own with the wealthy guys she usually dates.  
 
In order to hook-up with Portia, however, Bassanio says he needs to borrow more money from 
Antonio. Antonio wants to help his friend but admits that he cannot give Bassanio another 
loan, as all his money is tied up in his present business ventures, but offers to guarantee any 
loan Bassanio can round up. 
 
CONCLUSION  
 
In this scene, Shakespeare is exploring the class structure and what is like to want to want to 
date someone who is ”out of your league”. Bassanio doesn't have much money but wants to 
be better. Much like a working class immigrant today, he doesn't fell confident in his place in 
society yet.  
 
ASSIGNMENT  
 
Rewrite this classic scene in your own words. You are creating a modern day translation and 
making it relevant for today’s audience. It is important to keep Shakespeare’s original intent for 
every BEAT of the scene. You may paraphrase and shorten where necessary or redundant but 
do not omit any discoveries or big pieces of info.  Also, think of modern day equivalents to 
out-dated elements of the story. For example, instead of the sneaky fairies whispering lies in 
the ears of the mixed-up lovers in                                            , maybe be the equivalent is now 
someone texting gossip from another friend's phone. Mix it up, have fun, and make it 
interesting for someone your age.

Much Ado About Nothing
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