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SCENE SUMMARY 
 
Romeo is wandering aimlessly around the Capulet backyard when guess-who appears on the 
balcony. "What light through yonder window breaks?" he asks. He then answers his own question. 
"It is the East, and Juliet is the sun!” 
 
Soon Juliet is talking to herself, too. ["O Romeo, Romeo, wherefore art thou Romeo?" she asks. 
“Wherefore" doesn't mean "where." It means "why."] Juliet goes on talking to herself about how 
amazing Romeo is but she knows the relationship will be difficult. Romeo is smart enough to keep his 
mouth shut and listen for a while. Then he can't resist anymore and he calls out to her. Juliet is 
embarrassed that someone heard her.  
 
Of course, in another minute she realizes that it's actually Romeo who's been hiding in the bushes. 
Juliet says that if her family finds Romeo, they'll kill him. 
 
They profess their love for eachother…a lot. Then Romeo says that he fears this may be a dream. 
 
Being called back inside by the Nurse, Juliet assures him of her love and  basically proposes to 
Romeo when she says "If that thy bent of love be honourable, / Thy purpose marriage, send me 
word tomorrow." 
 
CONCLUSION  
 
This is considered by many to be the most romantic love scene in the history of Western literature. 
There's lots of poetry, vows of love that sound a lot like religious worship, baffling language, and 
teenage melodrama. Try to play the emotions for real. 
 
ASSIGNMENT  
 
Rewrite this classic scene in your own words. You are creating a modern day translation and making 
it relevant for today’s audience. It is important to keep Shakespeare’s original intent for every BEAT 
of the scene. You may paraphrase and shorten where necessary or redundant but do not omit any 
discoveries or big pieces of info.  Also, think of modern day equivalents to out-dated elements of 
the story. For example, instead of the sneaky fairies whispering lies in the ears of the mixed-up lovers 
in                                            , maybe be the equivalent is now someone texting gossip from another 
friend's phone. Mix it up, have fun, and make it interesting for someone your age.

Much Ado About Nothing



Original Text                       Modern Translation

Romeo & Juliet 
Act 2 Scene 2

Original Text                       Modern TranslationOriginal Text                       Modern Translation

Original Text                       Modern Translation

Original Text                       Modern Translation



Romeo & Juliet 
Act 2 Scene 2

Original Text                       Modern Translation Original Text                       Modern Translation

Original Text                       Modern Translation Original Text                       Modern Translation



_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________

_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________

_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________

_____________________________________



_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________

_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________

_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________

_____________________________________


