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SCENE SUMMARY 
 
Othello sends Desdemona to bed, telling her that he will be with her shortly and that she should 
dismiss Emilia.  
 
Desdemona seems aware of her imminent fate as she prepares for bed. She says that if she dies 
before Emilia, Emilia should use one of the wedding sheets for her shroud.  
 
As Emilia helps her mistress to undress, Desdemona sings a song, called “Willow,” about a woman 
whose love forsook her. She says she learned the song from her mother’s maid, Barbary, who died 
singing the song after she had been deserted by her lover.  
 
The song makes Desdemona think about adultery, and she asks Emilia whether she would cheat on 
her husband “for all the world”. Emilia says that she would not deceive her husband for jewels or 
rich clothes, but that the whole world is a huge prize and would outweigh the offense.  
 
This leads Emilia to speak about the fact that women have appetites for sex and infidelity just as men 
do, and that men who deceive their wives have only themselves to blame if their wives cheat on 
them. Desdemona replies that she prefers to answer bad deeds with good deeds rather than with 
more bad deeds. She readies herself for bed. 
 
CONCLUSION  
 
This is dark play but this scene is a rare moment of light. Shakespeare uses these ladies and their 
conflicting points of view to explore a woman’s role in society. Think about the judgment faced by 
girls/ladies who want to be more or less promiscuous than what their peers are comfortable with.  
 
ASSIGNMENT  
 
Rewrite this classic scene in your own words. You are creating a modern day translation and making 
it relevant for today’s audience. It is important to keep Shakespeare’s original intent for every BEAT 
of the scene. You may paraphrase and shorten where necessary or redundant but do not omit any 
discoveries or big pieces of info.  Also, think of modern day equivalents to out-dated elements of 
the story. For example, instead of the sneaky fairies whispering lies in the ears of the mixed-up lovers 
in                                            , maybe be the equivalent is now someone texting gossip from another 
friend's phone. Mix it up, have fun, and make it interesting for someone your age.
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